
Newsletter

Messages to you
Chair Susan Koff, and Chair Elect 
Jeff Meiners.

Toronto 2021 Postponed
The local organisers, together 
with the daCi Executive and 
Advisory Board take the difficult 
decision to postpone our next 
conference planned for Toronto 
2021. 

daCi Connect
Members are invited to take the 
time to Connect in our secure 
Members’ Area Networking  
platform as the world takes 
a pause from the classrooms, 
studios and formal performance 
spaces.

MAY 2020

daCi news across the globe
This issue brings news of dance  
resilience from members in the 
USA, Taiwan, Sweden, South Africa, 
Slovenia, Portugal, New Zealand,  
Jamaica, India, Finland, Croatia, 
Canada, Brazil and Australia! 

Zooming in on Dance
The daCi Executive Committee and 
National Representatives connect 
digitially in this time of COVID-19

O 
ne big global dance community  
responds in a time of crisis



A MESSAGE FROM THE 
CHAIR - SUSAN KOFF

This is an extraordinary time in our lives, 
regardless of where we live in this world.  
No one could have imagined such a global 
shutdown in response to this rampant, 
vicious virus.  So, we follow along doing our 
best to ensure everyone’s health and safety, 
yet longing for the time we can be together 
in person again.

We mourn so much…the loss of our dance 
practice in the company of others, the loss 
of a hug from our dear dancing friends, our 
students, our teachers, our peers. Yet, in spite 
of this, we have discovered our resilience in 
the face of this adversity.  Within these pages 
are wonderful stories of that resilience, and 
true sharing of feelings that lead to the most 
passionate dance engagement.  

I hope you spend time reading these stories, 
then I challenge everyone to go a step further.  
While we cannot engage in person at this 
time, we have all discovered new ways to 
engage virtually.  There are stories here in this 
newsletter.  Nichola Hall, our communications 
Board member has done an amazing job of 
creating the members' area on the website, 
which she outlined in the last newsletter.  In 
this newsletter, she introduces a new group 
in daCi Connect:  Young People’s Response to 
COVID-19.  If you are a young person, make 
a connection to someone in these pages, 
through the members' area and continue to 
share responses.  If you are a leader or Board 
member, choose a young person in your 
group to connect to another young person 

on these pages, facilitating that connection 
through their national representative.

There is no one way to do this, and certainly 
no wrong way.  The goal of this challenge is 
to forge connections across our wonderful 
organization.  We have learned recently that 
the Executive Committee and the Advisory 
Board can connect virtually and can keep our 
work for daCi continuous around the year.  
This has given the daCi Board new energy 
and we now hope to extend that energy to 
all our members.  

With this new connection of the Board, we 
have recently decided to postpone the next 
conference from 2021 to 2022.  As we are 
still in a very difficult time, we realized that 
it is impossible to plan international travel, 
expenditures and organizing all our conference 
activities in this time of uncertainty.  It is the 
right thing to do, yet it leaves us further apart.  
Hence my challenge to all our members to 
use your resiliency to reach out across these 
new platforms.

Now more than 
ever, we need 
each other!

I am sending 
you all dancing 
strength, 

Susan

Dear daCi friends, 
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As Susan says in her Chair’s message, when 
we sent the December 2019 Newsletter, we 
could not have imagined finding ourselves 
connected by this global health challenge 
that is causing massive social and economic 
change, 

Connection is a key word in this newsletter 
and it’s a lucky coincidence that daCi Connect 
was set up within the website just a short 
time before COVID-19

 daCi Connect  meets an objective identified 
by the Executive Committee and Advisory 
Board in last year’s Toronto interim meeting. 
We discussed ways for members to stay 
engaged with daCi and one another but we 
didn’t imagine that the COVID-19 challenge 
would provide us all with new reasons to 
use technology to bond with people close 
to home and across the world. So, like Susan 
and Nichola, I urge you all to spend time and 
become familiar with navigating this new 
platform and connecting across distance. 

I am heartened to discover through recent 
online meetings and email discussions  that 
the Executive Committee and Advisory 
Board believe daCi has the capacity to adapt 
to unfamiliar circumstances as well as the 
potential to become even stronger.   

Whilst many are experiencing stress, 
emotional upheaval and suffering, it seems 
we have all been prompted to reflect on our 
lives from day to day. Perhaps at this time we 
might consider how we are withstanding the 

adversity of COVID-19 and how we can find 
strength from within and from our connections 
with others concerned with dance and the 
child.  I hope we will continue to reach out 
to one another during this difficult time but 
rest assured we are also planning ahead so 
that many of us will meet again face to face in 
Toronto 2022. 

Meanwhile, in this May newsletter, we publish 
personal stories from members of daCi’s 
Board showing how dance communities 
are continuing by springing back from the 
challenges of varying restrictions. We send 
our particular good wishes to Croatia where 
news of a significant earthquake has been 
overshadowed by COVID-19. Special thanks 
to new Croatian national representative 
Jasmina Zagrajski Vukelić who sent her report 
from Zagreb under even more compromised 
conditions. These stories of resilience help us 
to recover and highlight how we can  use our 
creativity in new ways. I thank all the generous 
contributors and hope their stories  will lift 
your spirit as much as 
they have the daCi 
newsletter team.

Reaching out to 
you all to keep 
dancing!

 
Jeff

Dear daCi friends,

A MESSAGE FROM CHAIR 
ELECT - JEFF MEINERS
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daCi ZOOMS IN ON 
PLANNING

 
Over recent weeks the daCi Executive Comittee 
and Advisory board have pivoted like the rest of the 
world to connect with one another and meet online 
via Zoom.

 

 
 
 

 
This has given us an unprecedented opportunity to 
come together as one and discuss plans for daCi in 
the immediate future and long term. 

daCi Executive Committee and Advisory Board
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TORONTO  
POSTPONED

We were very much looking forward to seeing 
you at the daCi 2021 conference, being held at 
York University, in Toronto, Canada. Unfortunately 
due to the global COVID-19 pandemic we have 
taken the difficult decision to postpone our next 
conference to July 2022.

This decision was made by extraordinary Zoom 
meetings of the daCi Executive Committee, 
followed by the Advisory Board, in consultation 
with the conference co-chairs Norma Sue Fisher 
Stitt and Nancy Francis.  

We have created this long timeline in order to 
give ample time to create a proposal, then apply 
for a visa.

Questions can be directed to either of the Dancing 
into Communities co-chairs:

Norma Sue Fisher-Stitt: normasue@yorku.ca

Nancy Francis: nfrancis@brocku.ca

NEW DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
 
CONFERENCE:   
July 10-15, 2022.

 
DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS:  

Friday, January 29, 2021

NOTIFICATION OF PROPOSAL DECISION:  
June 25, 2021

REGISTRATION OPENS: 
October 1, 2021

Norma Sue Fisher-Stitt and Nancy Francis 
Conference 2021 Co-chairs
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DANCING ACROSS 
BORDERS

We are proud to announce the third book in 
the series ”Dance, young people and change” 
initiated in collaboration between daCi and 
World Dance Alliance which was published by 
Routledge in December 2019. The book series 
is endorsed by Sir Ken Robinson and you can 
look forward to reading his foreword (a true 
manifesto for dance!) and the 42 authors’ 
chapters and case narratives giving insights to 
projects that include dance to cross borders 
between arts practice and academia, within 
communities, across nations, art forms, subjects 
and educational sectors, and including voices 
from 21 different countries around the globe.

More information on www.routledge.com 

Links to the first books in the series here.

daCi Members can now order a copy online 
using the code below and receive a 30% discount 
available until 30 June 2020.

Edited by Charlotte Svendler Nielsen, University of
Copenhagen, Denmark and Stephanie Burridge,  

LASALLE College of the Arts and Singapore  
Management University,
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Work continues in the daCi global website  
Members’ Area. Many members have now logged 
on to expore this space and create a profile  
within daCi Connect. We encourage you now 
to start sharing information within the groups 
about your experiences and activities. This does 
not have to be current. If you have past projects 
or ideas you feel our members would benefit 
from hearing about, we encourage you to share 
this now whilst we all have time on our hands 
to open our hearts and minds to new ideas and 
thoughts. If you cannot see a group which fits 
the information you would like to share then we  
invite you to create a new group yourself and 
start a new topic. 

We hope daCi Connect will encourage you 
all to step outside of your local and national  
networks and find a safe and positive space to  
interact beyond our conferences every three 
years.  As we are seeing now during the  
COVID-19 pandemic, the world is becoming a 
much smaller place as we seek opportunities to 
connect and explore online from the comfort of 
home.  Why not browse our Member Directory 
and discover who else is part of our global daCi 
community.

Members’ Area updates
Work continues to upload all the past  
documents from daCi conferences into the 
Member Resources, daCi Documents section of 
the Members’ Area. This is a fantastic resource 
for members to explore and you can search 
via year, author or keyword so please do find 
time to peruse this section. More documents 
will be uploaded over the coming weeks and if 
you feel like there is anything you would like to 
share with other members then please do email  
admin@daci.international so we can upload your 
resources too.

Feedback
As you start to use daCi Connect and the  
Members’ Area more, we ask that you share you 
feedback so we can continue to improve the  
experience for all members. You can send your 
feedback to admin@daCi.international at any 
time.

New daCi Connect groups
Whilst we may no longer be in dance  
studios, much is happening in dance as a  
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To share 
this activity with one another we have created 
a Young People’s Response to COVID-19 group in  
daCi Connect. We invite you to post what 
you and your students have been doing during  
isolation to stay connected, explore movement 
and process the effects of widespread lockdown. 

We have also identified that the pivot to  
online teaching for dance educators has been a  
significant shift in experience for many. We have 
also created a daci Connect group to explore 
this subject and hope that you will share your 
thoughts, ideas, research and tips within this 
space.

WEBSITE UPDATES
Nichola Hall

daCi Marketing and Communications
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It seems unreal that I landed in Taiwan in 
February just before the world went into 
lockdown. I took up an invitation to follow 
in former daCi Chair Ann Kipling Brown’s 
footsteps and guest teach dance education 
courses for a semester with postgraduate 
students at the School of Dance, Taipei 
National University of the Arts (TNUA). This 
was an opportunity to experience cultural 
disruption from living and working in Adelaide, 
Australia, and to learn in a new culture.   

The government here has been impressively 
well organised from the outset of the virus 
news. At the time of writing, there are 
around 440 infection cases, 370 recovered 
and 6 deaths for a population the same as 
Australia. With careful monitoring, there has 
not been need for a lockdown, with people 
everywhere wearing masks on the MRT, in 
shops and in classrooms. Temperatures are 
taken as we enter buildings along with using 
hand sanitisers, so it feels very safe. 

Therefore, my teaching has been face-to-face, 
albeit wearing masks, providing opportunities 
to explore concepts using embodied creative 
and body-based pedagogy. One course has a 
mix of young women from Belize, Guatemala 
and Nicaragua, and also Hong Kong in the 
middle of a two-year international exchange 
program. They are far from home, and most 
others are local Taiwanese. All are keen to 
move together as this clearly impacts upon 
their wellbeing right now. So, we are having 
an interesting time together, exploring how 
we might dance keeping distance whilst 
communicating. 

 
Whilst each of my courses has a different 
focus, the context of COVID-19 means we 
are dealing in various ways with affect in 
our bodies/minds through dance, managing 
fear, anxiety, anger, tension, sadness, hope 
and strength. Working with awareness of the 
body’s skeleton, bones, joints, muscles, fascia, 

 JEFF MEINERS IS WORKING 
AT TAIPEI NATIONAL  

UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS 
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organs, blood, skin surface, emphasises finding 
the core strength of our stomach, spine, 
heart, lungs and breath. Exploring weight, 
balance, off-balanced, unstable positions and 
returning to notions of centre, provides a 
sense of personal stability at an uncertain 
time. Social distancing in class means careful 
consideration of how to work with a partner 
and the whole group, emphasising body-mind 
connections and communicating across space 
using facial expression, gesture, body parts 
and whole body movement, sensing self and 
others with awareness of proprioception and 
kinaesthesia.

Embracing our different languages as we 
investigate dance curriculum,  dance as 
a public pedagogy, and issues in dance 
education, we have worked with the pluralistic, 
transnational nature of our identities. Thus, 
living and embodying translinguality has been 
an important consideration as we work 
together in a dance education community of 
learners.  

TNUA was the scene of our first memorable 
joint congress with the World Dance Alliance 
in 2012. As I move across the campus, 
fond recollections of the opening and 
closing events along with the subsequent 

Copenhagen, Denmark 2015 and Adelaide, 
Australia 2018 congresses have been flooding 
back. I recall too the excitement of last year’s 
planning meetings at York University, Toronto, 
Canada, and from our decision to postpone, 
I’m thinking ahead and how we might work 
towards bringing our global community 
together again in 2022.  

For now, I’m taking my time here in Taiwan 
one day at a time, enjoying walks through the 
wooded slopes of the campus, learning some 
Mandarin and keeping my wonderings about 
my flight back to Australia in July distant at 
the back of my mind…

Jeff Meiners, Taipei 
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daCi USA 
Anna Mansbridge 

Kaleidescope Dance Company 

Sharing a very special video project

I direct Kaleidoscope Dance Company in Seattle, 
WA. This video project was created in response 
to the social distancing measures caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the cancelation of our 
annual Spring Concert. The dancers were asked 
to capture a 20-second solo of themselves in a 
special place in their homes or gardens. The solos 
convey current responses to the coronavirus, and 
the impact the “new normal” is having on their 
lives. Each dancer selected two or three words to 
express their feelings through movement.

 

 

 
I hope you will find this video inspirational. Please 
share with your faculty and students.

Kaleidoscope - Snapshots - A Response to 
COVID-19 https://youtu.be/lKQ9XgnrIh0

 

You are welcome to subscribe to the YouTube 
channel if you would like to.
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daCi Sweden 
Robyn Haggar 

National Representative 

Where does one begin? In a changed world where 
all walks of life have been affected by the pandemic 
nightmare that has become a reality. Where will it 
all finish?

Here in Sweden life continues and we are, as all 
others across the globe, adjusting our lives to the 
restrictions, boundaries and challenges that a few 
short months ago seemed unimaginable.  

The Swedish medical authorities in contrast to 
many other countries decided against a total  
shut-down of society although there is nothing 
that remains  untouched by the restrictions in 
place, even if many are self regulating.  An early 
decision not to close schools here remains in place 
for children in low, middle and high schools which 
accommodate children in ages six until fifteen.

On the other hand Swedish colleges and tertiary 
institutions have been closed since the middle 
of March. Distance teaching has been instigated 
bringing with it its own problems and solutions.  

I am quite sure all daCi members are grappling 
with the same problems. I am myself struck by a 
memory from the Jamaican conference when I 
attended a lecture given by a dance teacher from 
the USA. The vastness of the American mid west 
has resulted in the absence of qualified dance 
teachers in many small towns. This predicament 
had been solved by giving dance classes via a live 
feed and if I remember correctly, with surprising 
success. Little to know we would all be treading 
the same path some eleven years later.

Backtracking to August 2019 daCi Sweden in 
association Stockholm's University of the Arts 
organised a day long street workshop for dance 
teachers. Material given at the workshop was  
designed for  ages six and older and was given by 
Daniel Rörstrand and Lovisa Owén, two renowned 

Swedish street dance teachers. The thirty dance 
teachers who participated came from many 
parts of the country and feedback with regards 
to inspiration, ideas and exercises was extremely 
positive. Our plan for the coming autumn is a 
workshop focusing on creating choreography with 
and for younger children

For daCi Sweden our battle to attract new 
members, as in other countries continues and we 
utilise these occasions to spread information about 
daCi's work and its conferences.

Distance teaching has become a reality for many 
teachers bringing with it a diverse array of logistical 
problems. Many say that teaching via the internet 
seems very draining requiring a different set of 
skills to teaching in a studio. Myself and others 
have opted for sending students exercises and 
small choreographies that we have filmed. This 
allows the students to utilize material whenever 
and as often as they would like. Designing work for 
differing age levels that can be executed at home is 
a constant challenge to ones inventiveness. Writing 
out dances, giving clear and simple instructions, the 
recording of material in a universal format and even 
respecting the legalities if musical copyright are a 
few of the many obstacles that this new vehicle for 
teaching dance carries with it.  Despite the many 
obstacles around this new teaching format the 
feedback is positive and students seem to enjoy 
the combination och modern technology with the 
arts.  

  

Forward and onward or as Albert Einstein said, 
´´life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance you 
must keep moving´´. 
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daCi Jamaica 
Carolyn Russell-Smith 

National Representative 

COVID-19 came as a shock to many, it was like a 
thief in the night that came and robbed us of our 
lives. We all are trying to adjust to the lockdown 
way of life which is very confining. In listening to the 
world news, it can be seen that no one is immune 
from the virus and the havoc that it has reaped, will 
be with us all for some time to come.

The none response from local members for 
the upliftment of daCi Jamaica, at times can be 
frustrating. daCi’s emphasis is all about children’s 
development, we therefore continue to press on 
and look forward to re-starting after COVID-19's 
departure. The relevant information received from 
daCi International, has always been disseminated 
in a timely manner to our members. This includes 
the new website with its wonderful offerings. I 
have been working on a one-to-one approach for 
recruiting individuals. It will be very interesting to 
see how the dance industry will progress in the 
future under current social standings. Keeping in 
touch with students via Zoom is not the same, the 
personal interaction is so much better. I do hope 
this pandemic situation goes away quickly.

These times are hard, in that dance schools and 
studios are all closed, resulting in next to no 
income. Consideration is being given  to have online 
classes at a discounted rate, resulting in students' 
homes becoming dance studios. We celebrated 
International Dance Day with those students who 
made themselves available. Sophia Mckain of Edna 
Manley College of the Visual and Performing Arts, 
also has been working with her babies via the 
internet and Jennifer Walter of St. Jago High School 
dance troupe, informed me that she has been 
working with her students as well. There were 
about three groups who expressed their desire to 
attend the 2021 Canadian Conference. They stated 
that this conference would be economical being 

closer to home.

Overall, this COVID-19 situation has cause us all to 
reflect and to see how we will do things differently 
in the future. I pray for the safety of all our daCi 
family members and for them to stay focused.

The Khulcha students have sent in their creative 
pieces to share along with the Edna Manley 
students. Please see below the contribution from 
both institutions.

COVID-19 Lockdown

"Staying at home in quarantine has been a new and 
self-refreshing experience for me. As a student, I have 
ensured to be up to date with my online classes and 
make efforts to help others who have limited resources. 
As a dancer, I use this time to try new tricks and
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routines, in addition to strengthening my muscles and 
keeping fit. Similarly I have also developed a deeper 
relationship with God and has spent quality time with 
my family which has helped me mentally and holistically. 

Additionally , I truly value this time because  globally, it 
has opened our eyes to the power of technology and its 
important role in keeping us all connected. I do believe 
when we emerge from this situation, we will learn to 
maintain a balanced life and be the best version of 
ourselves."

Shola Ismail 

"Surprisingly, being home every day is not as boring as 
I thought it would be. Most of the time I’m studying for 
my upcoming exams and attending online classes. Since 
I am unable to attend dance classes, I stay active by 
exercising, learning new dances and trying to choreograph 
my own. I’ve also decided to try baking since I really enjoy 
trying to bake various treats. From time to time I also like 
to relax and read a book or binge watch a TV series." 
Shaniya Grant

 

Honesty

Sometimes we have to be honest

With ourselves above others

In this time period that we face

we reflect at our own pace

Sometimes we have to be honest

With the time we spend on our problems

And how we manage our missteps

As we learn to adjust instead

Sometimes we have to be honest

And learn that it is okay to not feel great

Because all of us has our bad days

That it is important to reach out when you can

In this limited time span

Sometimes we have to be honest

That we feel crippled in somewhat way

And either it be religious or not

We have faith that this will end one day

Sometimes we have to be honest

That we can and will make through this

And will come out stronger than ever

Because deep down that is who we are

A nation in each other’s arms

So we take up our invisible sword

And fight the invisible demon

Cause sometimes we have to be honest

To win the battle that cometh.

Ariel Miles

May 2020

13



May 2020

14



Edna Manley College Of The Visual & Performing 
Arts

My Quarantine Dance Experience

"Before the pandemic, I had ballet classes every Monday 
and Wednesday, and modern and folk classes every 
Saturday. These classes were important to me. They were 
the few opportunities I had to de-stress and relax. I never 
knew just how much I needed them until they stopped 
for a while. The outbreak of the pandemic in my country 
meant that I could no longer attend my regular classes 
in the studio. It was a very frustrating time. It did not last 
long though as just a few weeks later my ballet teacher 
began having classes via zoom. This proved to be a relief, 
but it was also very difficult. In the studio, my teacher was 
able to correct me while assisting me but online, I have 
to take verbal corrections and fix myself. Needless to say 
it has been an interesting few weeks. I am still adapting 
to my new circumstances (using a chair in place of the 
barre) but I am grateful for the technology that has 
allowed me to continue to de-stress."

Janae Deslandes (16 years old)

Pixie Hall (Student – 7 yrs)
 
Cassidy Cato (student – 5 yrs)
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Dance in the Pandemic

 "Dance in this time has been … needed. That is the 
only word that readily comes to mind. I miss my students 
and I was very concerned about their welfare. After a 
few weeks of seeing what this new world of quarantine 
and daily updates re virus cases and curfew guidelines 
I decided to try. I decided to try teaching ballet to my 
students via the online teleconferencing platform – 
Zoom. Has it been perfect? Absolutely not! Has it been  
just as effective as face to face teaching? I am not  
convinced. Has it been a blessing? Certainly. I am able 
to connect to my students, and that is what I needed – 
connection. They were very happy to see me, for us to even  
just talk. We need each other in this time and dance 

via this modality has allowed for the needed connection 
and semblance of normalcy. We are coping, we are 
managing, we are experiencing – together. And each 
time we log in to share in dance and all that entails – 
we grow closer and have a flicker of hope for a better 
tomorrow."

Sophia McKain (dance teacher) Jamaica
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Reflecting - One dance step at a time - Jodine Scafe

 
Reflection…what exactly have I done?

Is it something I’m proud of or something to be shunned?

Reflection…have I made good use of my time?

Writing my dance history one move at a time?

It’s been 5 long years training at class,

Placing thoughts to steps for expression at last!

Years of correction, discipline and strides,

I wonder if it was all worth it? Did I gain the prize?

“Watch your hands!” , “Finish your movements!” she would say,

As my dance teacher would watch in frustration every single day.

“Point your toes!” , “No grandma backs!” just ringing like a bell,

But at the time I had no idea she only meant well.

From barely touching my toes to being able to touch the ground,

At last their is my progress that is finally being found.

From being the under dog to surpassing my peers,

I matriculate into a leader without any fears.

I made new friends which all are apart

Of my lasting journey even though we were strangers from the start.

A sisterhood being built as the days ran by

And a mother who always kept a close eye.

Reflection…what exactly have I done?

Is it something I’m proud of or something to be shunned?

Reflection…have I made good use of my time?

Writing my dance history one move at a time?

Yes. I am proud of what I’ve done.

Gaining a mentor, friends and the power to overcome.

You now witness a confident young lady

Who grew from a phenomenal dance community.

A leader in the making who is continuously making strides,

Every single day one dance step at a time.
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My last dance classes for 2020 were on Saturday 
21st March.  Very few children attended as parents 
were already taking their children out of school 
and other activities. In Australia, the Victorian state 
school term commenced earlier on Monday 23rd 
March and will not reopen till Term 3 – Monday 13th 
July, subject to state government announcements.

After our yoga practice we danced with 
physical distancing and I would love to 
share a snapshot of our class. Watch the 
video here > https://vimeo.com/417956177 

daCi Australia
Kathy Vlassopoulos 

National Representative 
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daCi New Zealand 
Adrienne Sansom 

National Representative

During these challenging times when people are 
required to stay at home - some in complete 
isolation - exercise is acknowledged as being 
essential for our well-being. Dance is a perfect way 
to engage body, mind and spirit and can be adapted 
into small spaces. All around the world dancers 
and dance educators have been finding imaginative 
ways of creating and sharing their work, with 
performances and dance classes live-streamed on 
social media, Zoom etc. I happily spend time each day 
engaging in dance and exercise classes in my living 
room. In Wellington, International Dance Day was 
celebrated with a public event, International Dance 
Day 2020 AT HOME, live on Zoom. This day-long 
event offered a rich and varied programme of free 
dance workshops for all ages, facilitated by leaders 
of community dance groups. An opportunity to try 
out different dance styles, the comments appearing 
on screen before, during and after the workshops, 
showed how well-attended and greatly appreciated 
they were. 

In other news from New Zealand see the below 
picture of boys from Clare Battersby’s group in 
Aotearoa New Zealand working with Oliver 
Currethers from Footnote Dance Company.

You can also watch a video of them working here > 

https://vimeo.com/417959373
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daCi Portugal 
Elisabete Monteiro

National Representative

Giving a dance technical class by Zoom to my 2nd 
year dance students; Elisabete Monteiro - Human 
Kinetics Faculty - Lisboa

‘Fundamentals of Dance Expression', a zoom  
theoretical class, with the 1st year dance students, 
discussing a task, giving feedback to each group   
(teacher: Elisabete Monteiro and Tânia Seixas - 
Human Kinetics Faculty - Lisboa)

3rd year Portuguese dance students created instruments with recycle materials to constitute an orchestra 
for their dance classes in the community - teacher Margarida Moura (Human Kinetics Faculty - Lisboa). 
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daCi Taiwan 
Ann Tai 

National Representative 

The year 2020 comes with an uneasy challenge for 
most of us in the world. Almost everyone's life is 
heavily affected by the coronavirus pandemic. It hit 
Taiwan not long after the virus broke out in China 
and immediately we knew how to act for it from a 
hard lesson we learned from SARS in 2003. When 
the virus broke out here in late January, we were 
having our winter break. Under the guideline of 
the Ministry of Education, we started our spring 
semester two weeks later than usual this year. So 
far, most places remain open and dance lessons 
continue as usual at many dance studios. However, 
all of the performance venues were closed 
for March and April and many artists' financial 
situations were seriously hurt. Thankfully, there are 
only 440 confirmed cases (include 7 deaths) and 
no more domestic cases found in Taiwan for more 
than 4 weeks. We are expecting the performance 
venues to be opened gradually this month and 
travel restrictions to be lifted step by step in June 
or July. 

Although most of the dance schools keep their 
studios open, some of the classes do not have as 
many students as they used to.  Most schools require 
their students to wear masks while dancing. We all 

know how difficult it is to dance with the masks. 
It is the true love we have for dancing that we 
rather endure the uncomfortable feeling.  Attached 
are some images of the dance students of the high 
school program at Tainan University of Technology 
who show their love for dance by wearing masks 
for all the dance classes. Also, many thanks to the 
Cloud Gate Dance School for kindly sharing the 
photographs of their dance classes.  Through the help 
of Ms. Hsieh Ming-fei, who is the school's director 
of research and development, we see the images of 
the children with and without their faces covered 
by the masks. It is a way to show the situation of 
the dance lessons before and during the pandemic. 
May we all stay healthy, stay strong and stay dancing.
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daCi Netherlands 
 Laura Kool  

National Representative 

A Message of Hope from India

Just a few weeks ago, I was working with 
underprivileged children in a small village called 
Arpora, in North Goa, India. For the past months 
we were creating a movement program at a school 
for children from local slums. Together with the 
teachers and other volunteers I provided weekly 
dance classes. These classes brought the children 
so much fun and joy. It was truly an incredible way 
for them to forget everything and just experience 
happiness through movement. 

daCi stands for Dance for Every Child, and these 
kind of projects give this motto a whole new 
meaning. Children who would otherwise not 
experience dance in an educational context were 
now taught that movement is important, not just 
for physical health, but also mental and emotional 
wellbeing. Teachers were joining the program with 
much enthusiasm and proved to be incredibly open 
to new ideas and dance as a regular part of the 
curriculum of the school.

Then we went into complete lockdown. For most 
people, this meant staying at home, but still having 
access to food and medicine. For these children 
however, the lockdown had a completely different 

meaning. As they live in slums, there was no 
possibility for them to gain access to basic needs 
and for their parents, most of whom are daily wage 
labourers, this meant not being able to provide for 
their families anymore. 

Luckily these children are part of an amazing 
school, which is also set up as a foundation. The 
teachers and volunteers put their strengths 
together and started to raise money to help the 
children. With the help of donations, they have 
been able to provide food for the families. This is 
the beauty of community here in India. Even though 
the government often does not have the means (or 
will) to help, communities will help each other in 
times of crisis. 

In the meantime, from my house in India, I see 
the dance community in my home country going 
online to reach children who are stuck at home. I 
see dance companies sharing their performances 
for free, and I proudly hear stories from dance 
colleagues continuing their important work from 
their homes, even though it is not always easy to 
work from home as many of them have families 
they need to take care of as well. 
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As much as this is a time of uncertainty, it is also a 
time of resilience and hope. I personally cannot wait 
to get back into that classroom and work with the 
teachers and children again as I am sure everyone 
is. But for now, I will continue to spread the work 
online to not only keep children dancing, but also 
help raise awareness and funds for those in need.
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International Dance Day in Brazil: Dancing as a way 
of healing

During the COVID-19 challenging quarantine time, 
many dancers around the world found ways to 
celebrate the International Dance Day at home. 
Two members of daCi in Brazil and a German 
performer, created a videodance to celebrate the 
date. The need to stay at home in social isolation 
inspired this artistic exchange between  the dancers 
Deborah Dodd Macedo (Brasilia, DF), Alba Vieira 
(Viçosa, MG) and the German performer, Claudia 
Speisser (Lindenberg im Allgäu).  The video is about 

connecting and distancing, life and death, nature and 
cities, touch and  absences ... air, air-trees, ar-virus. 
They danced with nature:  A tree,  a tree trunk, tree 
branches,  tree leaves, the air.  Trees produce oxygen, 
which is connected to breathing and to life cycles. 
The air is contaminated nowadays, and with the 
"traveller virus" there is COVID-19, there is death 
and there is plague. But there are creative states and 
dancing ways to deal with this catastrophe. Music 
too has the potential to calm  those who are sick 
and in need of healing. Through this videodance, 
Withlife2020 (in Portuguese, Comvida2020) we 
highlight dance, music, performance and visual arts 
which may help people in their process of recovery; 
they are powerful forces that bring us serenity, 
even in times of pain.  By dancing, the artists want 
to reveal ways  to connect to the energy of life 
through touch, breath, music and  dancing. We 
believe dance may affirm our existences, and bring 
the force of the feminine that calms our bodies 
and spirits. Through this work we suggest: Dance! 
Now,  let’s dance together virtually so  that we 
experience our empathy and ask for those in need.  
Let’s hope that soon we all will dance face to face 
again. Soon we will meet and hug each other at 
the daCi Meetings and Conferences everywhere. 
Watch the videodance at: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m / p / B _
j3sqhhf25/?igshid=ah3jmfc5qy0y 

daCi Brazil
Alba Vieira & Deborah Dodd Macedo 
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Greetings from Finland for all you daCi members. 
Nature is waking up and the summer is coming 
after the Corona Virus. Our young Prime Minister 

Sanna Marin promised us to start dancing after 
two months of strict pandemic ban. We are so 
fortunate! 

daCi Finland
Sari from Dancestudio Jami from Imatra, Finland 
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Not unlike our daCi friends throughout the world,  in 
Canada, we’ve had unusual experiences dancing “ at 
a distance.” All sectors of our society—educational 
institutions, the economy, food production, 
recreational venues, and especially vulnerable 
populations, institutions, and businesses—have 
been sorely impacted by the pandemic. While dance 
educators, teachers, and other dance professionals 
had to retreat from their work places—schools, 
studios, performance spaces etc., so did all those 
who cherish their time dancing and creating with 
others. However, it’s often in times of stress and 
misfortune that as dancers and creative people we 
‘rise to the occasion,’ and find ways in which we 
can move forward with our dance practice, our 
art, our creative life. The use of Zoom has kept so 
many of us active in our homes—linking into daily 
dance, Pilates, Bartenieff, Tai Chi or other classes. 
And, these classes will likely continue to be offered 
via the Internet once restrictions lift—we can join 
in even if we’re living ‘at a distance,’ travelling or 
otherwise not able to be present and physically 
engaged with a group of dancers in a specific 
location. 

Some of our members have been working on 
projects that will be presented at the 2022 daCi 
Conference in Toronto. Mamata Niyogi-Nakra, 
director of Kala Bharati in Montreal, shares her 
activities during the ‘locked down to lift off ’ period. 
She writes: 

Dhitang, a group of dance activists from Canada and 
India, have been working on a Kala Bharati project 
inspired by Dr. Harbans Nakra, and fondly called 
“Stairways to Happiness.” It was launched in April 2019 
at the India International Centre in Delhi at a round 
table discussion on ways to increase the happiness 
quotient for school children through an enlarged vision of 
whole child education which includes music and dance 

movements along with fun activities such as kite flying 
and related arts and crafts. This was largely informed 
by Dr. Nakra’s book Place for Dance in Whole-Child 
Education, a scientific perspective. Sylvi Belleau who 
uses Kathakali dance training received in India, to tell 
stories in libraries and classes at schools; Carole Poirier, 
a former Member of Quebec National  Assembly, who 
has helped shape extra-curricular activities in local 
schools with strong views on dance as an activity for 
children based on her personal experience of running 
a dance school and Mamata Niyogi-Nakra, a Bharata 
Natya dance teacher for nearly four decades, have 
been working on proposals about the “Stairways to 
Happiness” project for the 2022 daCi conference.

‘Locked down to lift off ’ has been an innovative period 
for us at Kala Bharati, Montreal as we have been 
involved in creating Natyaangan, a dance foyer in 
cyberspace for carrying out exchanges and interactions 
online at a time when it has been impossible to have 
meetings and visits. We are presently working on an 
illustrated podcast to introduce Kala Bharati and its 
objectives to inspire, to delight and to comfort children 
through dancing.

If you are interested in getting more information 
on Dhitang please contact us by email at sylvi.
belleau@kalabharati.ca.

For some, the restrictions are lifting, allowing 
private studios and schools to open once more. 
Thankfully, Kathy Bond’s Pilates studio in Saskatoon, 
which was closed for several months, is awaiting 
news of opening. And, very soon, we’ll be feeling 
the freedom, privilege and joy of sharing dance at a 
closer proximity once more. 

daCi Canada
Kathy Bond 

National Representative 
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Alice Walker penned a book titled Hard Times 
Require Furious Dancing. During this period 
of COVID-19 crisis I spent my time dancing in 
different spaces in my home and publicly sharing 
these dance videos on Facebook. Dance has always 
been a space of healing and spiritual restoration for 
me and so my natural instinct was to dance to help 
others and myself process what was happening 
around us. The dance videos which were a series 
of embodied declarations were posted on my 
personal facebook page and shared multiple times 
on other Facebook pages. The responses from 
those who engaged with them were overwhelming. 

My seemingly simple act of dancing under 
challenging lockdown conditions and sharing the 
experience with others on social media brought 
welcomed hope, peace, encouragement, inspiration 
and positive upliftment to people across the globe. 
In this time of COVID-19 I was dutifully reminded 
of the power of dance to strengthen our hearts, 
bodies, minds and souls in hard times, and its ability 
to connect us deeply to ourselves and others. Let’s 
keep dancing in the distancing!

This is me  me dancing on top of my garage in my 
eighth declaration.

daCi South Africa
Lisa Wilson 

National Representative 
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In February we have had an annual meeting during 
which announced new international representative 
– Jasmina Zagrajski Vukelić.  The previous 
representative, Ivancica Jankovic, has done a great 
job for our organization as well as the international 
daCi community.  We are all very grateful for all her 
efforts and contributions. 

COVID-19

On March 16th, most of the activities went down, 
were cancelled or postponed under the pandemic 
circumstances. All dance life got suspended and 
dance community started to adopt new ways 
of living. Dance schools went online; classes and 
communication with students started developing 
new quality wifi teaching/learning methods, 
dance studios went out with online classes, even 
performances. The joy of dance is still very vivid, 
mirroring the eternal need for moving, dancing, 
creating.

Above and below Students from Zadar Dance 
School

daCi Croatia
Jasmina Zagrajski Vukelić 

National Representative 
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Dance studio SAM-SA, Zagreb, is sending to their 
youngest students twice a week new creative dance 
assignments and small choreographies, working 
together online.

 

Earthquake

Suddenly, on March 22nd, early in the morning, 
a strong earthquake woke up Zagreb’s citizens.  
Surreal jumps from beds, facing COVID-19 danger 
on full streets and squares, light snow and cold, 
fear....day by day counting damage on buildings 
and homes, also dance schools and studios. 
Unfortunately, two dance schools are completely 
damaged, others just with some breakdowns.

But, life goes on....on International Dance Day we 
were celebrating again

Dance Teachers across the country are motivating 
their students to stay at home and dance
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Arts brings us closer, though at a distance

During the time of distance-teaching we concluded 
a project week “Connecting the analog and digital 
worlds on the topic of forests”.  The project was part 
of a research project “Developing communication 
competences through cultural-art education (2017 
- 2022)”, aiming to develop didactic approaches in 
artistic and other educational fields and new forms 
of linking educational work with artistic activities, 
including those in less established areas of art, 
with the aim of raising the level of communicative 
abilities of children / adolescents.

The project week was carried out remotely at 
Vransko-Tabor Primary School in two fifth classes 
under the mentorship of teachers Mateja Jeler 
and Branko Šketa and the artistic direction of 
dance artist Gregor Kamnikar. Expert and artistic 
support was provided by Helena Korošec PhD and 
Vesna Geršak PhD from the University of Ljubljana, 
Faculty of Education.

In co-designing and co-planning the project week, 
we established an environment for all of us, the 
pupils, their teachers and artists, in which we could 
listen to ourselves during the pandemic: how do 
I experience the difference between the analog 
and digital world, how do I perform tasks at my 
own pace and then negotiate the pace that comes 
from others, or how to trust (more) my current 
knowledge, understanding, and how to believe that 
my current status will lead me to new experience 
and knowledge.

The pupils had the opportunity to embody selected 
contents, freely express themselves through dance, 
puppets and visual art and, above all, listen to 
themselves and the nature.

Our evaluations showed that pupils expanded 
their conceptual field of the discussed topic 

and developed their dancing expression. They 
responded positively to this kind of learning, which 
resulted in a positive self-esteem, positive emotions, 
enhanced creativity, a stronger sensitivity to dance, 
puppets and aesthetics. The teachers reported they 
have gained a great deal of confidence in artistic 
creation with students at different levels of activity. 
They exceeded their own expectations.

The operation was co-financed by the Republic 
of Slovenia and the European Union from the 
European Social Fund.    

The pupils connected with nature, embodied the 
growth of a tree and different shapes from nature.  

Another pupil entrusted his wishes and concerns 
to a puppet that he made and also danced with.

daCi Slovenia
Vesna Geršak 

National Representative 
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Nina Meško and Vesna Geršak

International Dance Day in Slovenia

This year dance scene in Ljubljana really awaked 
for International Dance Day (April 29). We decided 
that even in the current COVID-19 situation it 
is important to come together and to take the 
opportunity and show that there are many of 
us. Nobody talks about dancers and their future, 
but as everywhere around the globe dancers, 
choreographers and dance teachers currently 
without work are finding solutions to work via 
social media. But this is not how dance should 
be - the touch, the exchange of weight among 
bodies and live nonverbal communication is 
crucial to receive and practise dance. That is why 
we envisioned a guerrilla flash mob based on the 
Pina Bausch choreography Nelken Line. There is a 
vimeo tutorial and all participants learned it. 

At 5pm in heavy rain we created a line with a 
safety distance between dancers and walked the 
choreography across the Ljubljana Tivoli park. The 
line was formed quickly and when finished everyone 
left in their own direction not to endanger each 
other or act against the current regulations. And, 
of course, when we finished the rain stopped and 
the sun welcomed us (Thank you, Pina!). It was 
a magical experience (as the photos and video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23osVGTgcxI 
show) and happiness that we were able to connect 
into a DANCE BRIGADE!

 

In addition, dancers from other major cities 
across Slovenia joined the event, who performed 

flashmobs at the same time in their cities, because 
crossings between municipalities are prohibited 
due to the pandemic.

Young dancers joined through online applications 
under the guidance of their mentors.

Nina Mavec Krenker from N Velenje Dance Studio 

invited her young dancers to dance  online to 
Nelken line choreography by Pina Bausch.

Photos by  Drago Videmšek
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Executive Committee

Chair:  Susan Koff

Chair Elect:  Jeff Meiners

Secretary:  Charlotte Svendler Nielsen:

Treasurer/Membership: Diana Nuredini

Research Officer/Member-At-Large:  
Lynette Overby

Marketing Communications: Nichola Hall

Member-At-Large:   
Nicholeen DeGrasse-Johnson, Liz Melchior

New contact email: admin@daci.international

International Membership Fees 

Due: January 1, 2020  
Individual: CDN $45 per year   
Full-time Students: CDN $60 per year  
Children/Youth Groups: CDN $75 per year 
Other organisations/Institutions: $75 per year of 
$200 for 3 year 
Unwaged / Retired / Student memberships (for full 
time students) are $20 

Please contact your National Representative

National Representatives

Australia:  Kathy Vlassopoulos

Brazil:   Alba Vieira

Canada:  Kathy Bond and 
  Mary-Elizabeth Manley

Croatia:  Jasmina Zagrajski Vukelić
  www.daci-croatia.com.hr 

Denmark: Laura Navndrup Black 

Estonia:  Anu Sööt

Finland:  Minna Palokangas
	 	 www.dacifinland.com	

Germany:  Berry Doddema
  www.daci-deutschland.de 

Jamaica:  Carolyn Russell-Smith 

Japan:   Ebbe Diago 

Netherlands:  Laura Kool
  www.daci.nl 

New Zealand: Adrienne Sansom 

Portugal:  Elisabete Monteiro 

Slovenia:  Vesna Gersak 

Sweden:  Robin Haggar

Switzerland:  Daria Höhener 
 www.daci.ch 

 
South Africa: Lisa Wilson  

Taiwan:  Ann Tai (Ann Hayward)

USA:   Chris Roberts  
            www.daciusa.org

Newsletter
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